MINUTES OF THE PSAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 14.5.2009 AT 3.00 P.M.
AT ASSOCIATION’S OFFICE, KARACHI
Present:

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar 


Chairman

Mr.M.H.Khokhar 



Vice Chairman

Rear Admiral ® S.H.Khalid


Executive Committee Member

Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro


Executive Committee Member

Mr.Asim Saeed Khan



Executive Committee Member

Capt.Asad Sarfaraz



Executive Committee Member

Capt.Khalid Hashmi



Executive Committee Member

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal



Outgoing Secretary General 

Mr.Syed Tahir Husain



Incoming Secretary General 

Regrets:

Mr.Aasim A.Siddiqui



Executive Committee Member

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee



Executive Committee Member

Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman



Executive Committee Member

Mr.Farouq H.Rahimtoola


Immediate past Chairman

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Thursday, 14.5.2009 at 3.00 p.m. at Association’s office, Karachi. 

1) To confirm minutes of the EC meeting held on 14.5.2009. 

The minutes of the above meetings were approved by all present. 

Matters Arising: 

2) To introduce Syed Tahir Hussain, new Secretary General.   

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar introduced new Secretary General to all participants. He added that he was appointed after due process wherein some candidates were shortlisted and interviewed by himself alongwith two other members of the Human Resources Committee i.e. Mr.M.H.Khokhar and Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman. A circular was also sent to all members if they wished to recommend any candidate. All present welcomed and assured him that they are available to him anytime for any help and guidance.   

3) Update by Mr.M.H.Khokhar on Light House Advisory Committee (LHAC) meeting held on 26.3.2009. 

Mr.M.H.Khokhar updated the members regarding LHAC meeting that light dues collected by the authority are not being properly utilized and are more than necessary. He pointed out regarding allocation of funds by the Government in 
(2)

contravention of the laid down laws and guidelines. He added that Ministry intends to increase light dues to Rs.4.50 per GRT which is unjustified. He provided relevant papers of this issue to all participants to look into and provide their suggestions. Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar stated the EC has full confidence regarding Mr.M.H.Khokhar’s knowledge and role in LHAC and will go by his suggestions/recommendations.

It was decided to meet Mr.Muhammad Saleem Khan, Secretary (Ports & Shipping) exclusively to discuss this issue.  
4) Update by Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar on E-Logistics Portal meeting held on 22.4.2009. 

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed the meeting that he alongwith other Sub-Committee members Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee and Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman held an initial meeting on 22.4.2009 with the consultant Mr.Javed Naushahi who explained the idea of this project. He added that lot of things are yet to be thrashed out and understood before we move forward. He added that Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee was seen very enthusiastic and posed several questions to the consultant. He, therefore, suggested that Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee head the effort on this issue.     

5) To discuss membership applications.  

a)
The meeting ratified the approval by earlier circulation of membership applications of M/s.East Wind Shipping (Pvt) Ltd., M/s.Delta Transport (Pvt) Ltd., M/s.Premier Services (Pvt) Ltd., and M/s.NYK Line Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd. 

b)
The meeting approved the provisional membership applications of M/s.Logistics Services Pakistan and M/s.CEI Logistics (Pvt) Ltd.  

c)
The meeting was informed that M/s.Gokal Shipping & Trading (Pvt) Ltd., and M/s.Pacific Maritime (Pvt) Ltd. have resigned from PSAA Membership due to non-renewal of Shipping Agents Licence.    

b)
The meeting did not approve the membership application of M/s.Seagate Logistics Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd.  

6) Any other business with the permission of the Chair.

a)

Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro requested the participants to attend a meeting with the Secretary (Ports & Shipping) who is visiting FPCCI alongwith DG (Ports & Shipping), Chairperson KPT and Chairman PQA on 16.5.2009. Mr.Mohammad A.Rajpar, Mr.M.H.Khokhar, Rear Admiral (R) S.H.Khalid, Mr.Asim Saeed Khan, Capt.Asad Sarfaraz agreed to attend. Mr.Syed Tahir Husain was also asked to attend.  


b)

The meeting was informed that, on proposal of PSAA, FPCCI President has appointed Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro as Chairman, Standing Committee on Ports, Shipping, Maritime & Ship-Building. 

(3)
Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro requested the participants to join him on this Committee. Mr.M.H.Khokhar, Rear Admiral S.H.Khalid, Mr.Asim Saeed Khan and Capt.Asad Sarfaraz agreed for nomination on this Committee. Mr.Amir Ali Jamal was asked to convey their names to FPCCI. 

c)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that all EC Members were requested to provide concrete suggestions in order to recommend to the Government to reduce the Port Tariff. However, so far there is no response from anybody. He requested the participants to spare sometime and send their input in this regard.    

d)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed we are agitating since long about non-payment of KDLB Cess by KPT on account of container handling at KICT. He added that KPT’s also not paying on vessels of Bulk Cargo, Ro-Ro and Abreast and we should take this issue forcefully and inform our members also not to pay. Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro viewed that such a sudden extreme step would be difficult to implement and we should move incrementaly. It was therefore decided that, as a first step, PSAA should write to Secretary (Ports & Shipping) and convey warning of the possible ramifications/consequences.   

e) 

Mr.M.H.Khokhar informed that creation of Port Safety Department (PSD) is not required by KPT in presence of Directorate of Dock Workers Safety (DDWS) as this is duplication of work. Furthermore, PSD is un-necessarily impose penalties outside their scope/function. Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that he has already asked KPT management to give presentation on function of this Department in the next Board of Trustees Meeting wherein he will look into this issue. It was decided to apprise Chairperson KPT of PSAA’s views in this regard.  

f)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that due to global economic recession thousands of vessels are lying idle in different Ports. Pakistani Ports could benefit from this by providing Outer Anchorage facilities to these Ships whilst other businesses like bunkers, repairs, chipping, etc would also benefit. 

g)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that Director General (Ports & Shipping) wants to know current freight rates for a 20” box containing textiles to major destinations e.g. USA, Europe, Mideast and China. Mr.Asim Saeed Khan agreed to provide the same.  

h)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that he received a request from Director, FIA for 4 x 20' containers ideally as a donation or at a preferential price which has been circulated to all members. He also asked the participants to let PSAA Secretariat know if they can do anything in this regard.  

(4)

i)

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that minutes of the meeting held on 7.4.2009 at KCCI organized by its Shipping & Multi Modal Transport Sub-Committee which was attended by himself, Mr.M.H.Khokhar, Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro, Mr.Asim Saeed Khan and Mr.Amir Ali Jamal are issued incorrect despite the fact that he dictated the minutes and corrected the draft. He, therefore, called Mr.Nasir Mehmood, Chairman of this Sub-Committee to re-issue the minutes with corrections but it was not yet done.    

j)
The meeting discussed accession to Civil Liability Convention (CLC) Fund-92 Protocol which places the liability for any consequences  of shipping casualties (e.g. oil spills) on the shipowner thus securing our Ports from any liability. In order to gain any pecuniary benefit thereof it is necessary for Pakistan to join the Fund-92  (updated 2003) Protocol. Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar said recently a  KPT official had opined that even if Pakistan does not join the  Fund-92 we would still get compensation. It was decided to seek clarification from Justice ® Shaiq Usmani. 
Confirmed

Date:_________  





Chairman:___________











                               

